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that almost all the earliest travellers speak, in the highest terms of the
native character; commending the friendly, feeling exhibited by both
Hindus and Mahomedans to the few scattered Europeans, who found
their way beyond the coast, and not tinfrequently descanting upon the
sorry return which these kindly manifestations elicited. An intelligent
gentleman, who accompanied Sir 'Thomas Roe, early in the seventeenth
•century to the court of the Great Mogul, and who furnished an account
of what be saw and did which was held in high repute at the time of
its publication (1665), gives a chapter on "the most excellent moralities
which are to be observed amongst the people of those nations" wherein
he takes occasion to contrast the behaviour of the Heathen with that of
the Christian man. After commenting on the industry and punctuality
of the natives, in the XIV section of the memoir, he adds, ' This appears
much in their justness manifested unto those who trade with them.; for
if a man will put it unto their consciences to sell the commodities he
desires to buy at as low a rate as he can afford it, they will deal square-
ly and honestly with him ; but if in those bargainings a.man offers them
much less than their set price, they will be apt to say, what dost thou
think me a Christian, that I would go about to deceive then) ? It is a
most sad and horrible thing to consider what scandal there is brought
upon the Christian religion by the looseness and remissness, by the
exorbitances of many, which come amongst them, who profess themselves
Christians, of whom I have often heard the natives, who live here near
the port where our ships arrive say thus, in broken English, which they
have gotten, Christian religion, devil religion ; Christian muck drunk;
Christian much do wrong, much beat, much abuse others : But.to return
unto the people of East India: Though the Christians, which come
amongst them, do not such horrible things, yet they do enough to make
Christianity itself evil spoken of j as a religion that deserves more to be
abhorred, than embraced, for truly it is a sad sight there to behold a
drunken Christian and a sober Indian; a temperate Indian and a
Christian given up to his appetite. An Indian that is just and square
in his dealing; a Christian not so ; a laborious Indian and an idle Chris-
tian. 0 what a sad thing it is for Christian, to come short of Indians."
And again in another place this writer sets down as one of the prin-
ciple obstructions to the growth of Christianity in the East, "the mast
lives of many coming thither, or living amongst them who

